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Pratibimb 2020, the fourth edition of National Level Film and Documentary Festival organised by 

Department of Media Studies, CHRIST (Deemed to be University) Bangalore Central Campus, 

started on a high note on 27th January 2020. The auspicious lighting of the lamp along with hymns 

in the praise of the almighty inaugurated the event. To welcome the guests, a colourful classical 

dance performance was presented by the students of Media Studies. Faculty coordinators Dr 

Shantharaju and Dr Meljo Thomas welcomed all the guests, participants and resource persons to 

the mega-event.  



 

Dr.Shantharaju spoke about how the objective of Pratibimb is “to create a bridge between the 

practitioners and aspiring filmmakers.” Dr Meljo Thomas while commenting on the theme 

'Realistic Escapism' said, "Let's work to escape to the reel to the real, to the magic." Dr John Joseph 

Kennedy, Dean of Humanities and Social Sciences elaborated on the need to organise such events 

in order to provide a forum so that the participants learn to own their skills. He reminded the 

students that there was a need to look at the content of film seriously now since the country is in a 

turmoil. “Films can be a very impactful medium in such times,” he said. 

 

Aayushi Kamra, student coordinator for Pratibimb, welcomed the Chief Guest Ricky Kej through 

her warm words and an upbeat video for his introduction. Mr Kej, speaking to the young audience, 

asked, "All of us are aware about problems around us, then why are there no solutions? We are not 

providing solutions. The role of an artist or filmmaker is crucial because they are the agents of 



change. Film is a powerful catalyst and within the realm of creativity, they have the power to move 

people into action.” 

He described his entire journey where he first spoke about his involvement in around 3500 

commercials for highly reputed brands. He believed in the power of music of communicating a 

message and ensuring that it delves deeper into the consciousness of every individual. 2012 was a 

life changing year for him, because he made a decision that he would stop composing music for 

commercial use, and harness his power into developing environmental consciousness among 

people and address the issue of climate change. His idea to achieve success depended on two 

qualities, one being leadership which involves the ability to sell the work, direct, hold the team 

together, distribute and analyse the work. The second quality is hard work, which he believes can 

also compensate for the lack of talent in any particular area. He ended by giving the students a 

chance to think about how they want to use their talent to make the world a better place.The session 

concluded with a question-answer round where the discussions covered the need for 

personalisation and individuality of art and also how it is a reflection of one’s convictions, like 

Mr.Kej’s passion towards environment. In the course of the discussions, Mr.Kej also shed light on 

the two important concepts of thriving and surviving. While the developed west has moved to 

thriving by addressing issues relating to environment and social change, India is still struggling to 

survive with poverty and lack of resources.  

Following this, the session came to an end with the student coordinators felicitating the guest and 

giving a vote of thanks.  

 

 


